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Message  from  the  Mayor 


As  your  newly  installed 
mayor,  I  welcome  this  oppor- 
tunity to  send  a  message  town- 
wide.  I  became  mayor  for  the 
second  time  (1  first  served 
83-84)  in  August,  when  Nan 
Fuhrman  had  to  step  down 
from  that  position.  Her  sub- 
sequent resignation  from  the 
City  Council,  and  the  impend- 
ing resignation  (Oct.  31)  of 
Council  member  Richard 
Rydell  are  of  course  difficult, 
but  the  transition  is  going 
very  smoothly. 

This  is  because  the  staff  at 
Town  Hall  is  really  first-rate 
and  highly  professional.  Our 
employees  are  hard-working, 
honest,  sensitive  to  the  needs 
and  concerns  of  citizens,  and 
responsive  to  the  Council. 
All  of  the  long-standing  back- 
burner  problems  — capital 
improvements,  ordinance 


revisions  and  simplifications, 
modernization  and  computer- 
ization of  office  procedures, 
review  of  the  General  Plan  — 
are  being  addressed,  while 
none  of  the  front-burner  crises 
is  ignored. 

The  Council  chose  to  appoint 
replacements  for  the  remainder 
of  the  terms  of  Council  mem- 
bers Fuhrman  and  Rydell  (they 
expire  April,  1988),  rather  than 
to  call  for  a  special  election, 
because  the  earliest  possible 
date  for  an  election  was  March 
1987,  and  a  three-member 
Council  until  then  presented 
too  many  problems. 

There  is  no  shortage  of 
qualified  citizens  in  this  Town 
to  appoint.  1  have  been  consis- 
tently impressed  with  the  high 
levels  of  education,  experience, 
and  ability  of  the  applicants  for 
committees  and  commissions. 
It  is  this  wonderful  array  of 
residents  that  makes  Los  Altos 
Hills  a  town  so  well  worth 
serving. 

I'd  like  to  meet  any  of  you 
who  might  have  a  matter  to 
discuss  with  your  mayor.  Feel 
free  to  call  me,  or  drop  in  for 
a  visit  in  our  new  Town  Hall 
annex  — Heritage  House.  I'll  be 
there  every  Tuesday  from  2-4. 

Mary  van  Tamelen 


Town's  Budget 
Has  Reserve  for 
a  Rainy  Day 

If  only  the  United  States  could 
manage  its  finances  like  Los  Altos 
Hills  — reveyiue  covering  expenses 
and  a  little  hit  put  aside  for  rainy 
days. 

The  town's  five-year  budget 
projects  small  but  steady 
increases  in  most  categories 
of  revenue  and  expenses  and 
$933,630  in  an  uncommitted 
reserve  fund  at  the  end  of  the 
1990-1991  fiscal  year. 

Furthermore,  the  town 
plans,  during  this  period,  to 
initiate  a  methodical  street 
maintenance  schedule  based 
on  computer  modeling.  Addi- 
tionally, the  town  is  embarking 
on  a  major  drainage  study. 
An  engineer  will  evaluate  the 
condihon  of  the  roads  and 
prepare  a  computerized  main- 
tenance priority  system. 

Though  he  is  satisfied  with 
the  town's  financial  prospects, 
City  Manager  George  Scar- 
borough prefers  to  describe 
them  merely  as  "O.K." 

His  caution  stems  not  from 
the  vagaries  of  taxes  or  politics 
but  from  the  whims  of  nature. 

"This  town  is  very  vulner- 
able," he  said,  "because  of  the 
nature  of  its  roads,  which,  for 
aesthetic  reasons,  are  relatively 
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(Town's  Budget. .  .Rainy  Day  Cont.) 

narrow  and  without  curbs  and 
gutters.  If  we  have  a  couple  of  very 
bad  storm  years,  we  could  deplete 
a  million-dollar  reserve.  Woodside 
did  just  that  in  1983  and  1984. 

"Major  street  and  drainage 
system  repairs  could  be  so  signifi- 
cant that  there  is  no  way  of  know- 
ing what  a  safe  budget  is.  Assum- 
ing things  stay  on  a  level  keel,  at 
the  end  of  five  years  we'll  have  a 
cushion  of  funds  in  reserve  equal 
to  45  percent  of  our  operational 
budget,  and  I  think  that's  a  good 
number. " 

This  fiscal  year  Los  Altos  Hills  is 
projected  to  have  revenue  of  $1.71 
million  and  expenditures  of  $1.5 
million.  The  traditional  sources  of 
local  revenue,  property  and  sales 
taxes,  are  less  significant  than  for 
most  other  cities.  The  town  gets 
less  than  5  percent  of  the  property 
tax  residents  pay,  $302,544  this 
year.  The  sales  tax  generates 
$65,000.  Licenses  and  permits 
will  bring  in  an  estimated  $259,700, 
but  those  taxes  are  geared  to 
paying  for  building  services,  not 
other  town  expenses.  Unusually 
important  is  revenue  authorized 
by  the  State  Legislature  from 
cigarette  taxes,  automobile  license 
fees,  gasoline  taxes  and  other 
sources,  $268,297.  Business 
licenses,  real  estate  transfer  taxes 
and  utility  franchise  fees  are 
expected  to  raise  $186,800. 

The  town's  current  reserve 
of  uncommitted  funds  is  $1.58 
milhon.  The  reserves  were  built, 
however,  because  capital  improve- 
ments were  delayed.  The  S-curve 
improvements  now  being  made 
on  Fremont  Road,  for  example, 
were  originally  supposed  to  be 
made  in  1980-81.  The  new  bridge 
on  Edith  Avenue  also  was  sup- 
posed to  have  been  constructed 
years  earlier. 

Now  the  town  is  ready  to 
undertake  a  whole  series  of 
drainage  and  street  improvements. 

Residents  may  report  potholes 
or  other  needed  road  repairs  by 
dropping  by  the  Town  Hall  at 
26379  Fremont  Road  and  filling 
out  a  maintenance  request  form. 


□  Recent  City 
Council  Actions 

1.  Adopted  a  "nuisance"  ordi- 
nance designed  to  provide  a 
means  other  than  expensive 
lawsuits  for  removing  some- 
times dangerous  "eyesores."  A 
public  hearing  on  the  matter, 
held  after  numerous  requests, 
elicited  strong  support  for  the 
ordinance  from  throughout 
the  town.  Trash,  fire  hazards, 
abandoned  buildings  and 
vehicles  and  recreational 
vehicles  stored  too  close  to 
property  lines  may  be  found 
to  be  public  nuisances. 

"The  purpose  of  this  ordi- 
nance," Mayor  Mary  van 
Tamelen  said,  "is  not  to  curtail 
homeowners'  activities.  It  is 
designed  to  provide  a  method 
of  abating  public  nuisances 
when  the  town  finds  such 
nuisances  exist.  Good  citizen- 
ship is  the  ideal— and  it  cer- 
tainly works  in  most  cases.  It  is 
the  exception  to  this  that  must 
be  dealt  with,  and  only  the 
most  serious  cases  will  require 
enforcement.  Any  proceeding 
will  begin  with  the  notification 
of  property  owners  when 
complaints  are  made." 
2.  Adopted  a  "construction 
hours"  ordinance  limiting  the 
hours  during  which  construc- 
tion can  take  place  in  town. 
This  ordinance  was  adopted 
after  complaints  of  early 
weekend  morning  and  late 
evening  disturbances  to  resi- 
dents, and,  like  the  "nuisance" 
ordinance,  is  similar  to  regu- 
lations in  place  in  many  other 
cities.  Major  construction  is 
prohibited  on  Sundays  and 
holidays  and  limited  to  the 
hours  of  8  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 
weekdays  and  9  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 
on  Saturdays.  Residents  or 
others  using  domestic  power 
tools  are  allowed  to  work  seven 
days  a  week,  including  holi- 
days, but  are  limited  to  the 
hours  of  8  a.m.  to  sunset 
weekdays  and  9  a.m.  to  sunset 
on  weekends.  It  is  expected 
these  times  will  not  be  a  prob- 
lem to  any  considerate  contrac- 
tor, or  homeowner. 


□  City  Council 
Adopts  New 
Building 
Regulations 

The  City  Council  has  approved 
revised  building  regulations  that 
simplify  the  formula  that  deter- 
mines how  big  a  house  people  can 
build  on  their  property.  The  new 
regulations  also  control  the  square 
footage  that  can  be  added  to  an 
existing  house  and  what  additions, 
such  as  a  pool  or  tennis  court,  will 
be  allowed. 

The  new  zoning  ordinance 
replaces  the  urgency  ordinances 
the  city  has  used  for  the  last  18 
months. 

The  regulations  are  designed 
to  prevent  construction  of  houses 
that  town  officials  and  many 
residents  consider  too  bulky  for 
the  lots.  The  amendments  ap- 
proved by  the  council,  however, 
give  most  people  more  maxi- 
mum development  area  than 
was  allowed  under  the  urgency 
ordinances. 

The  town's  formula  retains  a 
maximum  development  area  of 
15,000  square  feet  on  a  flat  acre. 
A  flat  acre  is  defined  as  an  acre  of 
land  with  no  more  than  10  percent 
average  slope.  For  lots  between  10 
and  30  percent  slope,  for  every  one 
percent  that  average  slope  exceeds 
10  percent,  375  square  feet  is 
deducted  from  the  15,000  square 
feet  of  maximum  development 
area.  The  larger  the  lot,  the  larger 
the  maximum  development  area 
allowed.  For  example,  a  two-acre 
level  lot  would  have  a  30,000 
square  foot  MDA. 

The  maximum  size  house  that 
can  be  constructed  on  one  level 
acre  is  6,000  square  feet.  How- 
ever, the  town  will  allow  at  least 
a  4,000  square  foot  house  to  be 
constructed  on  any  lot  no  matter 
how  steep  it  is,  with  one  exception. 
Lots  with  less  than  half  the  stan- 
dard size  require  a  conditional  use 
permit  and  are  subject  to  special 
restrictions. 

The  building  code  changes  also 
reduce  the  maximum  structure 


An  ffilb  Jiashtuncb  Christmas 


SUNPKY 
1-MiooP-fv. 


TM 


Caroling 

Refreshments 

Petting  Zoo 

Pony  Rides 

See  Santa  on  His  Sleigh 

OLD  Tint 
FUNI 


Westwind  Bam 

Old  Crow  CT  Altamont 

Los  Altos  Hills 


Benefit  for  the  29^  Annual  Santa  Claus  Exchange 
a  Christmas  giving  program  of 
Community  Services  Agency 

Admission:  One  new  toy  or  book,  canned  food  or  cash   donation. 


Cominunity 

Services 

Agency 


Sponsored  by  Westwind  Bam 
Los  Altos  Hills  Horsemen's  Assn. 


NEWSLETTER 


TOWN  OF  LOS  ALTOS  HILLS 


City  Council  Adopts. .  .cont 

height  from  30  feet  to  27  feet  to 
prevent  three-story  houses. 

It  is  still  possible,  according  to 
Town  Planner  Nancy  Lytle,  to 
construct  a  house,  tennis  court 
and  swimming  pool  on  a  lot 
equivalent  to  a  level  acre,  but  with 
a  very  large  house  it  may  be  tight. 
A  tennis  court  usually  takes  7,000 
square  feet  and  a  pool  1,500  square 
feet.  Driveways,  patios  and  walk- 
ways usually  use  2,000  square  feet 
of  maximum  development  area. 
That  would  leave  room  for  a  house 
of  4,500  square  feet.  Setback  re- 
strictions also  would  play  a  part  in 
what  could  be  constructed.  Side- 
yard  setbacks  are  30  feet,  and 
buildings  must  be  40  feet  from 
roads. 

A  City  Council  and  Planning 
Commission  subcommittee  is 
studying  the  new  ordinance  and 
may  recommend  modifications. 


QUESTIONS  ABOUT 
ZONING  REVISIONS 

If  you  are  planning  to  build, 
remodel,  or  landscape  your 
property  and  have  any  questions 
about  the  recent  revisions  to  Town 
development  ordinances,  please 
contact  Town  Hall.  The  simplified 
process  for  determining  allow- 
able lot  coverage  requires  only 
that  you  know  your  lot  size  and 
average  slope,  and  staff  will  be 
happy  to  help  you.  The  major 
changes  involved  maximum 
height  of  structures  (now  27', 
down  from  30')  and  total  floor 
area  (previously  calculated  as 
building  coverage).  Some  lots  will 
have  more  allowable  development 
area,  and  others  will  have  less. 
Owners  of  steep  lots  on  minimum 
acreage  may  be  particularly 
interested  in  learning  about  the 
revised  provisions. 

The  changes  were  implemented 
after  years  of  study  by  Planning 
Commissioners,  consultants, 
staff,  and  the  public,  and  they 
were  adopted  by  the  City  Council 
after  extensive  review  and  public 
hearings.  It  is  hoped  the  amend- 
ments provide  guidance  in 
promoting  fair  and  reasonable 
development  for  both  the  indi- 
vidual property  owner  and  the 
community  as  a  whole. 


William  Siegel  Appointed  to  City  Council 


The  Los  Altos  Hills  City  Council 
has  appointed  William  M.  Siegel, 
Chairman  of  the  Planning  Com- 
mission, to  fill  the  council  seat 
vacated  by  the  resignation  of  Nan 
Fuhrman. 

Siegel  was  nominated  by 
Councilwoman  Barbara  Tryon  and 
approved  by  the  other  two  council 
members  present.  Mayor  Mary 
van  Tamelen  and  Louise  Dronkert. 

Siegel  was  Santa  Clara  County 
executive,  the  county's  highest 
administrative  position,  for  five 
years  until  his  retirement  in  1981. 
Previously  he  served  for  10  years 
as  counsel  to  the  Santa  Clara 
County  Board  of  Supervisors. 

Siegel  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Planning  Commission  for  two 
years,  and  he  also  has  served  on 
the  town's  Safety  Committee.  He 
and  his  wife,  Rita,  have  lived  in 
Los  Altos  Hills  for  16  years. 

The  City  Council  still  needs 
to  appoint  one  more  council 


member  to  succeed  Richard  Rydell 
when  his  resignation  becomes 
effective  October  31.  Although 
applications  are  still  being 
accepted,  the  Council  probably 
will  be  choosing  from  the  six 
remaining  candidates  to  succeed 
Mrs.  Fuhrman.  They  are  Katharine 
Alexander,  Joyce  Clarke,  Clyde 
Noel,  Gene  Pann,  William  Sagan 
and  Robert  Stutz. 


Town  Staff  Ready  to  Help  You! 


Los  Altos  Hills  city  employees  are  back  roic,  left  to  right:  Daiv  Linebarger,  William  Ekern. 
Michael  Rippey,  George  Scarborough,  Al  Holbrook,  Michael  Enright:  front  rou\  left  to  right: 
Pat  Dowd,  Louise  Parmett,  Jeanne  Evilsizer,  Leslie  Mullins,  Nanc\'  Lytle. 


SCOUTS  COLLECT 

NEWSPAPERS 

Boy  Scout  Troop  37  of  Los  Altos 
collects  newspapers  for  recycling 
once  each  montn  at  Foothill  Com- 
munity College,  according  to 
scout  leader  Dale  Stubbs.  During 
the  first  full  weekend  of  each 
month,  the  scouts  place  a  news- 
paper bin  in  Parking  Lot  A  near 
the  Moody  Road  entrance  to  the 
campus. 


STUDENTS 

ADDRESS 

NEWSLETTERS 

Handicapped  students  from  the 
Morgan  Center  in  Los  Altos 
affixed  the  address  labels  for  this 
issue  of  the  newsletter.  The 
students  seek  similar  jobs  from 
other  governmental  agencies, 
businesses  or  individuals. 
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Los  Altos  Hills  Considers 
Ways  to  Meet  State 
Housing  Requirements 

The  town  Planning  Commission 
has  started  a  series  of  meetings 
and  public  hearings  that  ultimately 
will  decide  how  the  town  meets  a 
state  requirement  for  providing 
affordable  housing. 
The  commission  has  before  it  a 
proposed  housing  element  of  the 
general  plan  prepared  by  the  town 
planning  staff  in  conjunction  with 
a  housing  consultant.  Over  the 
next  several  meetings,  with  com- 
ments from  the  public,  the  com- 
missioners will  recommend  to  the 
City  Council  goals,  policies  and 
programs  for  the  housing  element. 

The  state  requires  all  cities  to 
have  housing  elements  in  their 
general  plans.  The  Association 
of  Bay  Area  Governments  has 
assigned  to  Los  Altos  Hills  these 
goals  for  new  housing  between 
1980  and  1990:  41  units  of  very  low 
income  housing,  33  units  of 
low-income  housing,  46  units  of 
moderate-income  housing  and  153 
units  of  above-moderate-income 
housing. 

It  is  likely  that  the  secondary 
unit  ordinance  will  address  the 
requirement  for  lower-income 
housing,  according  to  Town 
Planner  Nancy  Lytle.  The  town 
permits  secondary  units  for 
relatives  and  caretakers.  An 
attached  secondary  dwelling  unit 
may  have  a  maximum  of  600 


square  feet  of  floor  space,  and  a 
detached  secondary  dwelling  unit 
may  have  a  maximum  of  1,000 
square  feet.  The  installation  of  a 
toilet  or  kitchen  may  determine 
what  is  a  secondary  dwelling  unit. 

The  town  will  have  no  problem 
fulfilling  the  requirement  for 
above-moderate-income  housing, 
Lytle  said.  Market  forces  are 
taking  care  of  that. 

Los  Altos  Hills  is  not  considered 
an  appropriate  place  for  very 
much  low-income  housing,  she 
said,  because  the  town  lacks 
public  transportation,  is  far 
removed  from  jobs  and  services 
and  must  contend  with  severe 
environmental  and  geotechnical 
constraints  on  development. 

Utility  Tax  Error 
Being  Corrected 

Although  the  common  confu- 
sion between  the  similarly  named 
cities  of  Los  Altos  and  Los  Altos 
Hills  is  usually  just  a  minor  matter, 
it  can  sometimes  blossom  into  a 
real  headache.  This  has  happened 
for  at  least  a  few  hundred  Los 
Altos  Hills  residents  in  the  form  of 
a  charge  for  the  Los  Altos  Utility 
Tax  on  their  MCI,  Pacific  Bell, 
PG.&E.,  and  possibly  other  utility 
bills.  MCI  officers  have  stated  that 
they  thought  ZIP  Code  94022  was 
all  Los  Altos,  as  indicated  by  the 
Postal  Service,  and  didn't  realize 
the  mistake  until  newspaper 


arhcles  caused  some  customers  to 
check  their  bills.  Pacific  Bell  based 
it's  billings  on  maps,  and  some 
were  read  incorrectly. 

At  least  100  MCI  customers  in 
Los  Altos  Hills  had  been  paying 
the  Los  Altos  tax  for  six  months 
without  noticing.  They  will  now 
receive  refunds.  Pacific  Bell  and 
PG.&E.  have  already  cleared  the 
errors.  However,  the  Town  is  still 
urging  residents  to  check  all  their 
utility  bills  carefully  to  be  sure 
there  is  no  "local  tax"  charge. 
There  are  no  local  taxes  in  Los 
Altos  Hills. 

Los  Altos  and  Los  Altos  Hills 
officials  are  working  together  to 
alleviate  any  similar  problems, 
and  they  have  recommended  that 
the  Postal  Service  assign  a  separate 
ZIP  Code  to  the  Town  of  Los  Altos 
Hills.  Since  business,  industry, 
government  and  individuals  are 
increasingly  dependent  on  ZIP 
Code-based  computer  systems,  it 
might  be  the  simplest  solution  to 
numerous  small  issues. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE 
CITY  COUNCIL 

Mary  van  Tamelen,  Mayor 
Barbara  Tryon,  Mayor  Pro  Tern 
Louise  Dronkert 
William  Siegel 


City  Manager, 
George  Scarborough 
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